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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the main themes of the covenant, which include governance
and administration, justice and the judiciary, economic and social justice, and rights
and freedoms. It also aims to conduct an analytical comparison between the principles
established by the covenant and the contemporary Yemeni system in these areas, in order
to identify points of convergence and divergence. Furthermore, the research aims to
compare the principles derived from the covenant with international experiences and the
principles of good governance and human rights adopted by international organizations.

The research adopted a comparative analytical approach, whereby the texts and
concepts contained in the covenant were analyzed and then compared with the reality
of the contemporary Yemeni system, and with international theoretical frameworks and
experiences in the areas of the research themes.

The research concluded with a number of findings, most notably: that Imam Ali’s
covenant to Malik al-Ashtar represents a comprehensive document for good governance
and is considered an early constitutional document with a comprehensive regulatory
character. Moreover, the principles of the covenant are theoretically compatible with the
contemporary Yemeni system; however, this systemfaces challengesinitsimplementation
due to internal and external factors, in addition to the impact of wars and blockades.

Keywords: Covenant, Governance and Administration, Judiciary, Economic and Social
Justice, Rights and Freedomes.
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